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OUR MISSION
To produce and promote opera as a form of cultural enrichment, 

enlightenment and entertainment at the highest level, and to expand 

knowledge of, exposure to and passion for this unique and inspiring art 

form throughout the state of Arizona.



RAISING OUR 

VOICE MADE IN ARIZONA
Arizona Opera, founded in 1971, has 
grown to become a world-renowned 
organization, producing five operas 
annually, as well as offering education 
and outreach programming to tens 
of thousands of children and families 
throughout the region. One of the few 
companies in the U.S. with a dual-city 
presence, we present full-scale opera 
in both Phoenix and Tucson, featuring 
artists of international stature as 
well as those with emerging talent. 
Dedicated to our local economy, we 
take pride in showcasing musical 
talent from across the state in our 
acclaimed orchestra and chorus.chocc
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ARIZONA OPERA is embarking on a watershed and 

transformational next step with its Opera Center in the heart of 

the Phoenix Arts District, establishing a permanent home from 

which it will bring to life world-class programming. For the first 

time in our history, Arizona Opera will be fully equipped to 

welcome the community inside our doors—no longer limited 

by the traditional separation of seats and stage!

To make this vision a reality, Arizona Opera has embarked upon 

an $8.5 million Raising Our Voice campaign to complement 

the already-secured City of Phoenix bond funding toward the 

project goal.

For the first time in history, Arizona Opera’s full administrative, 
artistic, and production departments will have the benefit of 
working under one roof. The new Opera Center allows significant 
amortization of operational costs over that of maintaining 
multiple offices. Centrally-located in the heart of the Phoenix Arts 
District, and easily accessible by light rail, the Center will anchor 
the cultural gateway, along with the neighboring Phoenix Art 
Museum, Heard Museum, and Phoenix Theatre. 

When completed, the 28,000-square-foot campus will include: 
a 6,500-square-foot black box rehearsal theater (the largest in 
central Arizona); an education opera theater; practice rooms; 
costume, wig, and make-up pavilions; a music and opera archive 
and library; executive offices; and an outdoor public pavilion. 
The Opera Center will allow us to expand our educational 
offerings for students of all ages, and its unique, contemporary 
spaces have been designed to tear down formal theatrical 
boundaries and deliver ground-breaking experiences to audience 
members. Through indoor/outdoor, casual, and state-of-the-
art performance venues, the Center will be flexible enough to 
accommodate a variety of guest experiences, including musical 
performances, film, and visual art. As a result, we will enrich 
and engage thousands of Arizonans each year in public events, 
programs, and performances inspired by and infused with the 
craft of opera.

THE NEW ARIZONA OPERA CENTER: 
A FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE

THE IMPACT OF YOUR INVESTMENT
By leveraging your investment with City of Phoenix funding, you 
will transform opera throughout our state—bringing the richness of 
this one-of-a-kind art form to thousands of families, children, and 
individuals who would have never before enjoyed the opportunity. 
The new Opera Center will be an iconic structure that will define 
our Valley and add to the rich character and culture of Arizona 
overall. Please join us in making this important commitment—for 
the arts, for our citizens, and for our future.

Capital Investment
  Site Acquisition, Build & Renovation $5 million
   Fixtures, Furniture & Equipment  $250,000

Financial Sustainability & Strength  $3 million
Program & Administration   $250,000
Campaign Goal    $8.5 million 

Secured Funding
City of Phoenix    $3.2 million
Arizona Opera Leadership   $1.65 million
Other Pledges    $300,000
Secured to Date*    $5.15 million
Balance Remaining   $3.35 million

*As of 10.1.12

op·er·a  noun 
1. Old Italian word, plural for the word Opus; a 

combination of all works of art in one single place

2. The original multi-media performing arts experience

3. A transformative art form that opens the door to 
a world where people of all ages are inspired to 
experience the full intensity of their deepest emotions

PUBLIC PAVILION AND 
BOX OFFICE ENTRANCE

CAMPUS AERIAL VIEW

FACILITY CONSTRUCTION

RAISING OUR VOICE 
CAMPAIGN
Contributions to the Raising Our Voice 
campaign will be dedicated to construction 
of the new Center, ensuring the quality of our 
performances during this time of transition 
and strengthening our financial position by 
enhancing our infrastructure. Significant 
recognition opportunities will be available 
to donors, including opportunities to 
name theaters, stages, rooms, courtyards, 
and other spaces. Commitments to the 
campaign may be structured over multiple 
years and fulfilled in the form of cash, 
checks, credit cards, or marketable assets 
such as publicly-traded securities or real 
estate. In certain circumstances, gifts of 
other tangible property and certain types 
of planned gifts may be considered.
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